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13, BosePARRAH LANE,
Caleutta, 27th February, 1890.
My DEear Poorix Basoo
Myself and our mutual friend Baboo Devendra Nath
Mozoomdar, read together your Hredoh Protidhony, and
spent a couple of pleasant hours over it. It isnot a
“School boy freak” as you modestly call it, The book’s
a book with semething solid in it. I found in it much
to “praisc”, Our friend Debendra Baboo, I mean the
brother of the late lamented Soorendra Nath, the poet
was also very deeply impressed as myself, with your fluent
lines They were all spontenious flow of a poetic heart,
and not conplets of syliable-counting rymers, Withia the
compass of a letter I can not fully dilate on its merits
although it would be a very agreeable task to do it, I
could say a great deal, There is much to say on the
chastity of the style and thought, the soberness of
melancholy pervading the work, the adoration of Nature,
the rapture of Love, the Religious ecstasy and the grate-
ful tribute of respect to the departed soul who watched
on your tender years, All these I could dwell with
pleasure but my space forbids and I reluctantly close with
a hearty thanks for your valuable present and your kind-
ness to-wards me throvghout.

Yours very Sincerely
GriseH CHUNDER GHOSE.
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“KABYA-KANA” —This is a collection of verses in
Bengali. The subjects are varied, and the poet scems to
have a peculiar knack of dealing with abstruse matter of
Hindu religion and philosophy as gracefully as with the
most frivolous topice.” Altogether we are delighted with
the little book., The Bengalee, 10-8-1910,
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*“The author bas paticutly and mdustriously collccted
the materials for his book, which hus become an intcliec-
tual feast to us, and it would coutribute to the addition

to our literature’—The Amrita Bazar Patrika, 8:h
April, 1920, !

“T'he Author has sparcd no pains or cxpenses to make
the book thoroughly servicezble to those who are
interested in Brindaban—its past history and present
position,”—"The Bengalee, 9th May 1920.

“To pilgrims on their way to holy Brindaban, it is an
invaluable vademacum, to the stay-at-home reader an
informing and entertnining narrative, The author has a
facile pen which makes his bouk such a pleasant reading.”
The 1lindoo Patriot, 29th May 1920,
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It is a valuable counfribution to Beognli Literaturc;
and although written according te a modest plan is full of
scholarly work,

The history of Mathura has been traced from the
earliest period and the facts collected from numerous
sonrces and with commendable discretion. Not to speak
of special books on history, the Vedas, the Lpics, the
Purans Buddhist and Jain literature (religious and seculer)
have all been laid under contribution. All Hindus who
wish to study the past history and associations of Mathura,
either in response to the promptings of religious senti-
ment or from pnrely scholastic motives, will find a regular
storehouse of information in tnis book., The relics and
antiquities of the sacred town are dealt with very fully
and a very full list of plates accompany the book, Iu
this way it also serves as a guide to pilgrims and tourists,
The History of Buddhist influence on the fortunes. of
Mathura is a fascinating chapter in the book. We have
nothing but praise for the skilful way in which the author
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has handled his theme and thc reverent manner in which
has discussed the numercus controversial topics.

““The Bengalee’ 13 February 1927,

“To o Hindn the city of Mathura or Muttra has a
great religious significance hallowed by the great Leela
of Lord Krishna. 16 is still a place of pilgrimage visited
by millions of devotees. Lo a studeut of bistory Mathura
is an ancient city that played a remaricable part in the
annals of our country. It ie to be regretted that fow of
us evince a desire to study the history of such a great and
important eity.

The writer of the book under review is an energetic
member of the Bangiya;Szhitya Parishat and is the author
of a number of well-known historical books, It is grati-
fying to note that though far advanced in years the
author has the industry and perseverance eunongh to
attempl an interesting historical treatise for which he
had to go through a large nvmber of manuscripts, Sans-
%rit, Dengali and Mindi books and the accounts lefs Ly
«Chinese, French, Gerinan, Euglish and other foreigu
writers and travellers. The anthor has dealt with the
history of the city in the Vedie age, the age of thw
Hamayana, and the Mahavarata, the Buddhist age, the
age of the Mauryas and the Mahomedan period and has
<concluded with graphic descriptions of the ecity at the
present day.

\We do not say that the work, as it is, is compleie in
itself, Dut it is certain that it will prove to be a greas
help to futwic historians of the City. ITeis in a souse
a pionecr in the field. There is no doubt that it will bs

recogunised as onc of the valuable historical productions in
our language.”

“The Amrita Bazar Patrika” 24 April 1927,

The volume under review is devoted to a study of the
old records and ancient relics of Mathura in Bengali, 'W'he
aim of the anthor is to lay the foundation for a faithful
history of that famous city. For this he had to study al!
references about it in our ancient literature, Vedic and
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Panranic, a8 well as the records left by thie foreiun trave-
Nlers of their journcy, He had also w study the newly
discovered 1elic in which the city abound and verify his
stidv by personal inspections. The historical records of
the English archcologists have algo not e<caped his notice,

Though it is not possible to agree in toto with the
anthor’s opinions and deductions yet it must be admitted
that the book, as it stands, is the production of great
energy and preseverance which is not only commoniy
found here particularly in men of the author’s age. The
book comprising of over 300 pages deals with Muthura iu
ditferent periods of Tndian history—the Vedie and Paura-
pic period, the Hindu period, the Musalman period
and the present age as well. There are a large number
of plates illustrating the newly discovered old relies, The
treatment is exhaustive and the style clegaut, but as the
title states it reads more like & parration than a hstory
still it s sure that the materials collected hure will be
sufticient in the hands of a trained hictouan to which the
aunthor lays uo claim to reconstruct tha chequered history
of that much beloved yet much persecuted city.

“Forward” Sth Mav 1927,
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